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May, l8e 2018

The Honorable Ajit Pai
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission
Federal Communications Commission
445lZth Street, SW - Washington, DC20554

Subiect: WJFD andthe Proposed Modification of Section 7a.1203(a)(3)

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you regarding the Commission's proposed modiflcation of Section 7 "Q03(a){3)
that apparently would adversely afiFect many listeners of WJFD (the Portuguese Radio) who have relied

upon WJFD's uniquely important broadcasts for over 35 years.

Being the Portuguese General Consul in Boston, I am addressing this matter to you in my

institutional and professional capacity witnessing the importance of this truly Portuguese Radio of the

significant Portuguese Community, Portuguese-American Community, and the Portuguese Speaking

Communities of the largerNew England regron

But I also gladly make those comments oa t}re basis of my personal knowledge from listening
WJFD on a regular and personal daily basis, making many trips from Newton to Boston, the Cambridge

and Somerville area and all over Massachusetts while listening to WIFD.

WJFD is located in the Southcoast area of Massachusetts, where there is a well known significant

presence of Portuguese residents, namely in the New Bedfor{ Fall River and Taunton areas.

Nevertheless, WJFD has also for many years right up until today long reached Porfuguese

Communities in the WorcAster, Boston, Cambridge, &mervillg Peabody, and Lowell areas.

Large numbers of Porfuguese, who were part of a wave of immigration dwing tfre 60's, 70's, and

80's, also settled in the Bostoq Cambridge, Somervillq Hudsorq ltr{orcester, Salem{loucester, Lowell,

and Peabody areas (well outside the more traditional areas of the Portuguese eommunities in the South of
Massachusetis) and also to nearby cities and towns like Medford, Woburn, Billerica, Wilmington,

Malden, Everetl Chelsea Revere, and Lynn.

WJFD has also long reached those Portuguese comrnunities throughout the North. For many

yeaxs, aumerous csnstruction workers aad others have traveled to-and-&om the Southcoast (Fall River

andNew Bedford aress) to up North and continue to do such commutes to this day.

WJIfD is the only 50,000 Watts Portuguese Radio Station reaching those Communities, being

uniquely and truly Portuguese. It successfuling partners with Portugal's "Radio Antenna I (one)" to
broadcast national and international news from Portugal, from which we all, including mysel{ derive

great benefiL



s@kR

WJFD brings daily nervs from mainland Portugal, the Azores (and also liom Cape Verde, and

Brazll among other Portuguese Speaking counf ies worldwide) as r.vell as specific and useful nervs frotn

the New England area, informing rvell those communities, in all sort of social, commercial, political, and

cultural dimensions.

It also broadcasts spofts, Portuguese soccer games with very popular broadcast programs and

faithful listeners mostly in the Boston, Lorvell and Peabody areas.

WJFD truly brings to those communities at large uniquely Portuguese events far beyond and

outside the origin of the geographical location of the radio itself. All those Portuguese communities have

predominantly indeed come to rely on WJFD, for more than three decades, as an important and unique

link to Portugal, including the Azores, and their vibrant language and culture. Also for many elder people

who are retired or who are widowed WJFD provides great companionship and emotional support,

offering a dimension of rvellbeing public.

If any radio station is to be classified as a "communit5r" radio station, then, WJFD is truly the

one.

This is rvhy I have been genuinely approached by so many Portuguese People of this particular

consular region of the Boston Portuguese General Consulate really concerned and afraid that they could

lose all of that by loosing this WJFD radio community, particularly those outside of the Massachusetts

South Coast, apparently the most affected by the proposed rule which will prove to be especially unfair

and devastating for them.

The possibility of losing WJFD and no longer being able to pursue their daily routine to listen to

their only community radio rvill certainly be devastating to the Portuguese Community here with terribie

consequences by not contributing to the desirable and rich cultural and ethnicity diversity of this great

region.

There is no Portuguese radio or Po(uguese Language radio similar to WJFD in this region.

For the foregoing reasons, I only heard Portuguese Community members, for whom I care and to

whom I listen, taking in due consideration their concerns, truly worried, and requesting that the

Commission do not adopt the proposed modification to Section 7a.D03(a)(3) "to state that no cornplaint

of actual interference u,ill be considered actionable if the alleged interference occurs outside the desired

station's 54 dBu contour."

Certainly that you and the Commission rvill take in due consideration their concerns, I remain in

the Consulate General of Portugal in Boston fully available to give any additional information that 1'ou

may find useful or needed regarding the matter that is of great concern to the Portuguese and Portuguese-

American Communities in all of Massachusetts.

Josd Carogo
Consul-General

;iiJ

Yours sincerely



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133-1054 

CHA IRMAN 

ANTONIO CABRAL 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

13TH BRISTOL DISTRICT 

STATE H ousE. RooM 466 

H ousE CoMMITTEE oN B oNDING. CAPITAL E xPENDITURES 

AND STATE A SSETS 

(508) 997-8113 (DISTRICT) 

B OSTON, MA 02133 

T EL. (617) 722-2017 
E-Mail : 

Antonio.Cabrai@MAhouse.gov 

May 1, 2018 

The Honorable Ajit Pai 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 lih Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 ·. 

RE: MB Docket No. 18-119 and WJFD 

Dear Chairman Pai: 

I write today regarding the Federal Communications Commission's (Commission) Notice 

of Proposed Rulemaking, Amendment of Part 74 of the Commission's Rules Regarding FM 

Translator Interference. 1 Specifically in response to the proposed modification of 47 C.F.R. § 

74.1203(a)(3), barring complaints of actual interference by listeners outside ofWJFD-FM's 54 

dBu contour. This proposed modification will have a devastating effect to the significant number 

ofWJFD listeners outside ofthis contour who have relied upon WJFD's uniquely important 

broadcasts for over 3 5 years. 

I. WJFD's Historic Concern to Reach Listeners Outside of the 54dBu Contour 

My knowledge ofthis station stems from my relationship with the late Mr. Edmund 

Dinis-former prosecutor, Massachusetts State Representative and Senator-who attributed the 

"JFD" initials to WJFD? Mr. Dinis would tell me of his concerns ofthe lack of radio options for 

the Portuguese immigrant population, mainly the construction workers who traveled from the 

I 
/ 

1 In the Matter of Amendment of Part 7 4 of the Commission's Rules Regarding FM Translator Interferences, F.C.C., 
MB Docket No. 18-119. 
2 Mr. Dinis's father was Massachusetts State Representative Jacinto ferreira J2.inis. 
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SouthCoast (comprising of Fall River and New Bedford), and continue to travel to this day, in 

search of the higher wages offered in Boston, Worcester and Cape Cod. 

To respond to the demand for Portuguese programing, Mr. Dinis built a 600-foot tower to 

reach listeners outside of the 54dBu area-listeners traveling on Route 146 to the Massachusetts 

Turnpike to visit relatives in Hartford, Connecticut, hard-working people traveling to the Boston 

area on Route 93, and those travelling on the Lowell Connector. 

To this day, I listen to WJFD on my weekly trips to and from Boston, which is outside 

the 54dBu contour. I am dismayed to learn that if the Medford translator is granted a license to 

use the 97.3 FM frequency, I will probably hear neither WJFD nor the new proposed Medford 

translator because it barely protects WJFD' s 54dBu' s area. 

II. WJFD's One-of-a-Kind Radio Station 

WJFD is uniquely Portuguese. It partners with Portugal's Radio Antenna One to 

broadcast national and international news, Portuguese soccer games between the three major 

rival teams, and daily news from the Azores and Cape Verde Islands. The station brings this 

news in addition to reporting from the New England area. 

WJFD also sponsors Portuguese cultural events in the South Coast, and advertises them 

to those outside of its 54dBu contour. For example, notices for the "Day of Portugal" 

celebrations in New Bedford, Fall River, Providence, and Provincetown, and the largest 

Portuguese event in North America, "As Grandes Festas do Divino Espirito Santo da Nova 

Inglaterra" are broadcast on WJFD's airwaves and the station is a sponsor of all these events­

offering live broadcasts for those who cannot attend, particularly those listeners outside of 

WJFD's 54 dBu' s contour. 

Furthermore, WJFD is a platform for Portuguese commercial products. The station 

broadcasts offers at the Portuguese, Azorean, and Cape Verdean grocers, shopkeepers, and 

restaurants on the South Coast to those outside of the 54dBu area. 

Listeners outside of WJFD' s 54dBu contour area have come to rely on WJFD for over 3 5 

years as a link to Portugal, the Azores, and Cape Verde, and as a link to the abundant culture 

2 
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found in the Massachusetts South Coast and Providence. This proposed rule will prove 

devastating to the Portuguese-speaking population in this WJFD community. 

For the foregoing reasons, I hereby request that the Commission do not adopt the 

proposed modification to 74.1203(a)(3) "to state that no complaint of actual interference will be 

considered actionable ifthe alleged interference occurs outside the desired station' s 54 dBu 

contour." 
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May 8, 2018 
 
The Honorable Ajit Pai 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
RE: Docket Nº 18-119 and WJFD 
 
Dear Chairman Pai:  
 
 I am writing you regarding the Commission’s proposed modification to 
Section 74.1203(a)(3) that would compromise the broadcast range of WJFD 97.3 
FM, the 50,000-watt radio station broadcasting in Portuguese to southeastern New 
England. My interest in WJFD is both personal and professional; not only was I born 
and raised in the area in which the station broadcasts to a wide range of listeners (I 
remember listening to WJFD as early as December of 1984), I also work as an 
associate professor of Portuguese at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, the 
local public university. From my contact with students from all over the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I know how important a cultural resource this 
radio station is, whether they live in Peabody north of Boston, in the smaller towns 
of central Massachusetts, in the important Portuguese-American and Cade Verdean-
American communities on Cape Cod and the Islands, or in nearby Rhode Island, 
where I currently reside.    
 
 Portuguese-speaking community members rely on WJFD for news, music, 
sports, and community interest programming from interview and call-in shows to 
coverage of traditional religious festivals. I am concerned that any modification to 
the broadcast range of the station would have a deleterious effect on access to the 
news and information that this station provides to so many listeners both in 
Portuguese-speaking population centers in the region and beyond.  I cannot express 
how important this station is to me as part of my cultural identity, both as a 
Portuguese-speaking resident of New England, and as a US citizen committed to 
promoting the free and open expression of a wide range of ideas and cultural 
perspectives. For all of these reasons, I request that the Commission not adopt the 
proposed modification specified above and not allow any infringement of WJFD’s 54 
dBu contour. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher Larkosh  
Associate Professor of Portuguese 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
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